
�

Irene will take on new responsibilities in the Baltic Banking  
and International Development Department of Pohjola Bank 
plc and will be the Head of Cash Management, Baltics. She  
will be setting up cash management services in the Baltics: 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Based in Tallinn, Estonia Irene  
will travel back and forth between the other Baltic countries 
and Helsinki.
 
Irene joined Unico as the Product Manager of UniCash in 1999. 
At that time, the cash management solution, initiated by Unico 
member banks, was offered by eight major domestic European 
banks, including non-Unico banks. Under Irene’s supervision 
the alliance increased in number and today totals 26 banks 
covering 26 countries.  
 
Irene has been instrumental in the success of the project  
in particular monitoring the technical development of  

Wolfgang Kirsch, CEO of DZ BANK 

will be the new chairman of the Unico 

Steering Committee from the start of 

2009. He succeeds Bert Heemskerk, 

CEO of Rabobank, who has been the 

chairman for four years. 

Under Heemskerk's chairmanship, Unico developed the now  
well-established European training program and made progress 
in the field of payment systems, capital markets, leasing  
activities and other training activities. At the end of his 
chairmanship, Heemskerk led Unico members to take a joint 
initiative to restore the European interbank funding market,  
a breakthrough in the Unico history of co-operation.  
Bert Heemskerk will remain the Rabobank representative in the 

Wolfgang Kirsch appointed new 
Chairman of Steering Committee

Wolfgang Kirsch Bert Heemskerk

Steering Committee. Wolfgang Kirsch is very happy with  
this nomination and is looking forward to continuing the  
close, open and honest working relationship with the 
committee members. 

Unico thanks Bert Heemskerk for his excellent work with  
the Steering Committee and wishes Wolfgang Kirsch all the 
best in this new role. 

UniCash, realising the marketing actions at the European 
level as well as the promotion of the service among the 
partner banks. She has contributed to all working groups and 
committees supporting the UniCash project, including the  
Management Committee, the Service Delivery Committee, 
which she chaired, the Executive Committee and the Best 
Practice Exchange.
 
During these ten years Irene has also contributed to the 
overall cooperation process of Unico working on SEPA issues. 
The Unico secretariat will always remember her team spirit 
and will miss her in Brussels.
 
Unico thanks Irene for her excellent project management and 
her dedication to her work and wishes her all the best in her 
new role.  Unico is convinced that Irene will make a great 
success of her new challenge. 

UniCash says 
goodbye to Senior 
Product Manager 
Irene Usvasalo

After ten years of dedication and 

commitment Irene Usvasalo UniCash’s 

Senior Product Manager heads back to 

her home bank, Pohjola Bank plc.Irene Usvasalo


